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The Russian invasion of Ukraine in Swedish daily headlines
Analytical reading
Abstract
On the 24" of February 2022, Russia launched a major military operation against

Ukraine, called a "special military operation". Russian President Putin specified
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in a speech to the Russian people that his goal is to "demilitarize and de-Nazify
Ukraine", to protect those who were subjected to 8 years of genocide and bullying
by the Ukrainian government. Putin also mentioned that "the occupation of
Ukrainian lands is not our plan, and we do not intend to impose anything on
anyone by force." (1)

The current research includes an analysis of the main headlines of 39 Swedish
daily newspapers published on the morning of the following day of the invasion,
on (February 25, 2022), with different ideological values that talk about the
invasion of Ukraine and how Russia appeared as an active element in this
invasion. To achieve this, a method based on critical discourse analysis and the
deductive actor theory of the Swedish communication scientist Kent Asp was
applied to reach and find out how the Swedish media represented in the print press
such as newspapers were based in applying the concept of objectivity in the media
as an essential element in the application of democratization.

After conducting the analysis, the researcher concluded that the Swedish
newspapers portrayed the invasion of Ukraine in a similar way, despite the
different bases of ideological values, and that there are deviations from the
objectivity of the headline formulations about the perspective through which the
invasion is described.

The researcher believes that the newspapers examined have consequences on
freedom of opinion and freedom of expression and from a broader perspective of

democracy.
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